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               Science Research Suggested Timeline








     2005-06


       

Suggestions to the teacher:  (1) stagger due dates for multiple classes to give you more flexibility in grading demands; (2) keep a file folder for each student’s work as they progress through the process; (3) grade parts as they are completed, leaving only the presentation to grade at the end; (4) projects involving illegal substances or materials not approved of in schools (i.e. guns, cigarettes, drugs, etc) are not allowed.
Week of Sept. 6
Teachers go over safety contract with all students; send home to be signed

Week of Sept. 12
Signed safety contracts due back to the teacher

Week of Sept. 12
Teachers review scientific method, use four question strategy, etc., from Students and 



Research

Week of Sept. 19
Students select topic and submit to teacher for approval

Sept. 26- Oct. 13
Students research topic (suggested 2 class days in media center) – submit evidence of



research with 5 sources cited




Narrow topic to a specific scientific problem or question and ID appropriate variables

Week of Oct. 10
Students and teachers review the rules and forms required (ISEF) for student’s project




Secure any necessary adults to supervise project (the “sponsor” must be a teacher)




Fill out forms and get signed by supervising adults:  ISEF Checklist (1), 1B, (2, 3, 4 A 



and B, 5 and 6 if required)




Develop and submit to teacher a hypothesis written as “If –then” statement

October 19

Projects needing SRC/IRB approval – paperwork due to science supervisor

Week of Oct. 17
Students plan the project, develop a procedure and draft the Experimental Design 




Diagram (see Students and Research)




Complete Form 1A with attachment detailing research plan with appropriate sources




Teacher gives “approval to proceed” to each student

October 24

Begin experimentation (observe, collect data, record observations and data in logbook

Week of Nov. 14
End experimentation, analyze data and draw conclusions

Week of Nov. 28
Complete required forms (1C, 7)




Finalize logbook




Write rough draft of project report following requirements of ISEF or VJAS as required




Write abstract

Week of Nov. 28
Write final draft of project report in appropriate format




Plan exhibit; create the project backboard and/or prepare your oral presentation

November 30

Lead teachers will receive ALL City Science Fair /Tidewater packets for school fair 




winners and All City database.

December 1

Teachers remind students to practice presentations outside of class time

December (prior to
Students present projects to an audience (as determined by the teacher)

School fair)

December

School fairs 
December 20

All City Science Fair and Tidewater fair forms due to science office by 4:00 p.m.

December 21

Science Fair database due via e-mail to Bob Brest by noon (include ONLY the names




of students who have turned in forms and who have committed to go to All City fair

December 31

Deadline for affiliation with VJAS (Lead teacher must submit for their school)

Week of Jan. 2

Students make necessary corrections to backboard and edit paperwork for All City 




Presentation

Week of Jan. 9

Student paperwork in need of corrections will be returned to Lead science teachers
January 21

All City Science Fair – Passage Middle School 7:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

February

Students receive acceptance notice for Tidewater Fair and




make suggested improvements to project

March 1

5 p.m. deadline for hand-delivered VJAS papers (mailed: postmarked by this date)

March 25

Tidewater Science Fair, ODU

April


Notification of VJAS participants – check website www.vjas.org



Students polish oral and written presentation for VJAS
May 23-25

VJAS, Va. Tech


